11. (CANCEL) The said adjustable stepped stool as set forth in claim 10 wherein said 
telescoping legs are made of metal and adjusted and supported using a plurality of holes in each 
leg and internal locking pins. 

12. (CANCEL) The said adjustable stepped stool as set forth in claim 10 wherein said 
footrest and said seat are constructed of wood, plastic or metal and may be padded for comfort. 

13. (NEW) A stepped stool with a seat and footrest specifically designed to assist seniors and 
other persons with limited mobility in their knees, back or legs in the act of putting on and taking 
off their shoes and socks where the heights and depths of said seat and said footrest emulate that 
of a single stair in a normal staircase rising to a landing in an average multistoried residential 
house. 

REMARKS: 

I have rewritten all claims as necessary to define the invention more particularly and specifically 
to overcome the technical rejections and define the present invention over prior art. 

Objectioiis to the Speciflcations and Claims Under 35 U.SX. 102. 

L As far as Claims 1-8 being rejected as being anticipated by Santa Cruz ( 6,3778,720), 

paragraph 4 of the DETAILED ACTION, I submit the following: 

A. Figure 4 (top view) does not show a stool. Also, (14) is not illustrated in any of the 
drawings and is only found in the text defined as a "step stool". The "side frames" are 
defined in the text as "walls of a receptacle". Seat (15) is defined as the "lid" of the 
receptacle. Cross braces (20, 30) are not cross braces, (20) is defined as a "hinge" and 
(30) is defined as "rubberized material". Column 2 line 30 is generic statement as the 
words "wood, metal, plastic" appear in thousands of issued patents. Likewise in line 59 
the use of the word screw is also generic as it too appears in thousands of patents. Also, 
according to the drawings, the footrest has only two positions, either locked in the recess 



or only extended to the floor as a step. An annotated copy of Santa Cruz is attached. 



B. The principal purpose of Santa Cruz's invention is as a trash container. This is 
illustrated by the size and shape of it and her commentary on is use "As the internal access 
allows the user to easily grasp one of the garbage bags from the inside of the container and 
position it for use all in one step that is simple, easy, convenient and clean and the external 
access allows the user to easily replace garbage bags when needed." 

C. Santa Cruz mentions that the purpose of the step stool portion of the device could be 
used "for quick access to items located in high cabinets or the like". 

D. Santa Cruz also mentions the device "includes various attachments means for 
removably attaching items of user choice onto the container, such as dish-towels, dust- 
rags, a dust pan, a whisk broom, or the like." 

E. Santa Cruz also mentions a device "which includes a storage compartment for 
containment of typical plastic garbage bags, which can be stored individually, or on a roll, 
or with ill a box or the like." 

F. The step stool portion of it is an additional feature, not its primary purpose and the 
invention itself would not normally be found in a person's bedroom or dressing room. 

G. Nowhere in Santa Cruz's Summary of the Invention is there any mention of its use 
for persons with limited mobility in the knees or backs for the specific act of putting on 
or taking off their shoes or socks. 

H. If the trash container portion of the invention were removed would a step stool 
remain? From the drawings it appears not. 

5 



2. In response to the argument that Kneier (2002/0060491) anticipated my disclosure, paragraph 
5 of the DETAILED ACTION, I submit the following: 

A. The title of Kneier's disclosure is "Chair With Attached Footrest"; but the only valid 
drawing in the publication shows a person sitting on what appears to be a stool. The side 
frames (14) are mentioned in the text, but drawings are so poor one could not tell how 
they would be made. The cross braces (30,32) are described in the text as "shelves of the 
storage compartment." In paragraph 47, Kneier specifically states that his device is a 
"chair" and there is no mention of screws. I had mentioned in my submission that the 
article described in the text was really a large chair with storage compartment. 

B. Kneier"s submission (2002/0060491) must have been rejected, most likely because the 
drawing were not detailed, because he resubmitted another application (2005/0218709) 
which also was published and ultimately resulted in a Patent (7,036,887). Copies of the 
first two pages of each are attached. 

C. Kneier's patent is clearly for a chair not a stool. As I stated in my disclosure, it 
appears to be fairly large chair and many senior's living space may not allow them room 
for such a unit in their household. Furthermore, many potential customers may question 
the need to pay for its built-in storage space. Cost and portably are the two most 
important considerations of the people in the targeted market. 

D. The first Claim in Kneier clearly states that his invention is a chair not a step stool 
even though it's intended use is similar to that in my disclosure. Therefore, I do not 
believe that his invention has anticipated my disclosure in anyway. Especially, since I 
specifically describe the use of a stool, not a chair, to facilitate a person's putting on and 
taking off their shoes and socks. 
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3. In response that Whiteside (6,957,718), paragraph 6 of the DETAILED ACTION, anticipated 
my invention I offer the following: 

A. The title of Whiteside is "APPARATUS TO ASSIST A MECHANIC TO WORK ON 
A VEHICLE" and nowhere in the text is there any reference to the "act of putting on or 
taking off ones shoes or socks". Clearly this device in intended for use in a garage not a 
house. However, since all reference to the "adjustable stepped stool with telescoping 
legs" in Specifications, Drawings and Claims have been cancelled this citation is no longer 
needed. 

B. Botello (4,727,958) MECHANIC BODY SUPPORT DEVICE is similar to Whiteside 

r 

and makes no reference to the act of "putting on and taking off ones shoes and socks" is 
no longer needed as well. 

4. As far as the prior art reference Bayles (2,658,640) being pertinent to my disclosure, I offer 
the following: 

A. The title of Bayles is "Children's Hamper With Steps Combined" and its principal 
purpose is "a novel and practical hamper which serves as a container for small and 
miscellaneous garments and similar little thing." 

B. Bayles describes "a relatively small light-weight portable hamper which is expressly 
adapted for use by children in the home, said hamper being individual in character not 
only because of its miniature proportions." 

C. Bayles states one of the objectives is "for children to enable them to help themselves 
when at a lavatory or sink, to enable them to safety climb in and out of bed and to provide 
handy storage space for articles that have to be picked up and momentarily put away from 
time to time. " 



D. Nowhere does Bayles state that the device, which he describes as 'having miniature 
proportions," could be used for seniors or other adults for the specific purpose of putting 
on or taking off their shoes and socks. Miniature proportions suggest that the device 
would not be structurally sound or the correct height for the average adult. 

E. Just because Bayles' device has "a box-like hollow extension forming part of the 
hamper but primarily serving as a low or approach step" does the device really qualify as 
a true self contained step stool or it is really a miniature storage container with a step? 

I believe the drawings clearly show it is the latter. I have enclosed an annotated copy of 
Patent 2,658,640 for your use. 

ENCLOSURES: 

1. Copy of Office Action 10/817,274 dated January 6, 2007. 

2. Copy of revised/restated/new Claims. 

3. Copies of Page 3 of the Specifications and Sheet 4 of 4 of the Drawings. 

4. Copies of Patent Numbers 6,378,720 and 2,658,640. 

5. Copies of the first two pages of Application # 2005/0218709 and Patent # 7,036,887. 

6. Return receipt Post Card to confirm receipt of this amendment. 

If you have any suggestions to improve upon my Claims, I would appreciate them. 
Thank You, 




Robert F. Zenisek 
262-369-9814 
262-639-9815 FAX 
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[0023] FIG. 4 is a side view in elevation of an alternative 
embodiment of the invention allowing for the vertical 
adjustments of both the seat and the footrest. 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a view of the front of the alternative 
embodiment of Ihe invention when taken along line 5-5 of 
FIG. 4. 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a view of the back of the alternative 
embodiment of the invention when taken along line 6-6 of 
FIG. 4: ' 

[0026] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a typical front brace 

used in the invention. 

[0027] FIG. 8 is a plan view of a typical back brace used 
in the invention. 

[(H)28] FIG. 9 is a plan view of the foolresi adjasting 
support used on the adjustable embodiment of the invention. 

[0029] FIG. 10 is a plan view of the seat adjusting support 
used on the adjustable embodiment of the invention. 

[0030] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention. 

T [0031] — FIG. 12 ifl a poropcctive view of an alterna tive 
— embuUimeut uf the iuveutiuii using metal itl e suupiiig legs. 

REFERENCE NUMBERS IN THE DRAWINGS 

[0032] 10 Seat of stepped stool. 

[0033] 11 Footrest of stepped stool. 

[0034] 12 Left side frame member. 

[0035] 13 Right side frame member. 

[0036] 14 Typical front brace. 

[0037] 15 Typical back brace. 

[0038] 16 Left side adjustable frame member, 

[0039] 17 Right side adjustable frame member. 

[0040] 18 Footrest adjustable support. 

[0041] 19 Seat adjustable support. 

[0042] 20 Fasteners. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0043] Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a side view of 
the preferred emIxKliment of the stepped stool where die seat 
10 is mounted to the top horizontal portion of the left side 
frame member 12 and the footrest 11 is mounted to the lower 
horizontal portion of the lefl side frame member 12 and the 
front brace 14 and back brace 15 are attached to the side 
frame member 12. 

[0044] FIG. 2 is a front view of the preferred embodiment 
where seat 10 is mounted to the top of both the left side 
frame member 12 and right side frame member 13 and 
footrest 11 is shown attached the lower horizontal portion of 
both the left side member 12 and the right side member 13 
and with the front brace 14 and the back brace 15 also 
attached to both side members 12 and 13. 

[0045] FIG. 3 is a back view of the preferred embodiment 
where the seal 10 and footrest 11 are mounted to the side 



frames 12 and 13 and the front brace 14 and back brace 15 
are also mounted to the side frames 12 and 13. 

[0046] FIG. 4 is a side view of an alternate embodiment 
of the stepped stool that provides a means for vertical 
adjustment of both tlie seat 10 and footrest 11. Here, the seat 
10 is attached to the seat adjustable support 19 v.'hich is 
attached to the left side adjustable frame member 16 by 
fasteners 20. The footrest 11 is attached to the footrest 
adjustable support 18 which in turn is attached to the left 
side adjustable frame member 16 by fasteners 20. 

[0047] FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view taken along line 

5- 5 of FIG. 4. Here it can be seen how the footrest adjustable 
supports 18 arc attached to the footrest 11 and to both the left 
side adjustable frame member 16 and the right side adjust- 
able frame member 17 wilh the fasteners 20. Also shown is 
the how the front brace 14 is attached to the side frame 
members 16 and 17 so as not to interfere with the vertical 
adjustment of the footrest adjustable supports 18 and the 
footrest 11. 

[0048] FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view taken along line 

6- 6 of FIG. 4. Here it can be see how the seat adjustable 
supports 19 are attached to the seat 10 and to the left side 
adjustable frame member 16 aud the right side adjustable 
frame member 17 with fasteners 20 and how the back brace 
15 is positioned not to interfere with the adjustable seat 
supports 19 and the seat 10. 

I claim: 

1. An article of furniture, a stepped stool, with seat and 
footrest specifically designed to assist persons in the act of 
putting on and taking off their shoes and socks, 

2. The said stepped stool as set forth in claim 1 consisting 
of a pair of side frames, both a right hand one and a left hand 
one, supporting said seat and .said fixitresl and having the 
necessary crosses braces to ensure said stepped stool its 
strength aud stability. 

3. Tlie said stepjied stool as set forth in claim 1 where .said 
seat and said footrest arc positioned on said side frames such 
that their vertical dimensions from the base of said side 
frames shall be such to emulate the dimensions of the 
vertical rise of two steps of a normal staircase as defined in 
the residential building codes. 

4. The said stepped stool as set forth in claim 1 where 
width of said footrest is to emulate that of a normal stair 
tread and said scat is to emulate the width of two said stair 
threads as defined in said residential building codes. 

5. The said stepped stool as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said footrest and said seat may have rounded edges or may 
be padded lor comfort using typical upholstery materials and 
techniques. 

6. The said stepped stool as set forth in claim 1. wherein 
said side frames, said seat, said footrest and said braces may 
be made of wood, both bard or soft, plastic or any metal or 
any other sul>slance which would pawide the necessary 
strength and stability to support any person of above average 
weight. 

7. The said stepped stool as set forth in claim 1 whereas 
it may be (nanufactured using screws, bolts, Tee nuts and 
Cross bolts in such a manner to allow said stepped stool lo 
be supplied to the consumer in an unassembled condition for 
ease of packing and .shipping. 

8. The said side frames as set forth in claim 2 where the 
said side frames may be constructed in such a manner to 
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COMBINATION TRASH RECEPTACLE AND and locking casters which allow the user lo easily move aod 

STEP STOOL position the trash receptacle into the desired location, and 

secure it in place. 

HELD 01- TUB INVENTION ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^-^^^ ^^^^^^ invention is to provide 

This invention relates to trash containers in general but ^ a combination trash receptacle and step stool which may 

more particularly pertains to a trash receptacle having a step include an odor control insert therewith, and a compartment 

stool therewith, and when the stool is not in use it can be for containment thereof. 

conveniently folded into a retracted position, yet it is easily Other objects and advantages will be seen when taken into 

accessible when needed for use. Also, the receptacle consideration with the following drawings and specification, 
includes imique retrieval means for inserting a garbage bag 

therein. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION F^^' I substautiaUy a front side view of the preferred 

embodiment for the present invention. 
Ill the past, there have been many tvpes of trash containers ,^ - . , . „ . , . ^ . r j 

, . p , . 1 u I • .1 FIG. 2 is substantially a back side view of the preferred 

and various types ol step stools. However, nowhere in Ihe ... i. , . . 



prior art did the applicants find a combination of both, which 



embodiment for the present invention. 



would be most useful and novel as this aUows a iLser quick ^ subslanlially a side view of the preferred 

aa:ess to the step stool as well as the trasli container. embodiment for Ihe present invention. 

It is well Ivnown that most people position their trash nG.4issubstantially a lop view of the preferred cmbodi- 
conlainers in a convenient location for easy disposal, such as ' present invention with the lid removed. 

within the kitchen area, etc. Most often in such locations, the „ , , , 

user has a need for use of a step stool which would allowfor. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

quick access to items located in high cabinets, or the like. Referring now in detail to the drawings wherein like 
Therefore, the applicants contend there is a great need for a 2S characters refer to like elements throughout the various 

trash container that includes an easy access step stool views. It is to be understood the present invention as 

therewith, with the step stool being conveniently retracted depicted herein is only exemplary of one suitable 

when not in use yet easily accessible when needed. embodiment, as the invention can be made in any suitable 

ciTx>rx>rADv oi: tot: iKn/cKmr^KT 5^^?^ size or from any suitable material of engineering 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ^^^^ gh ^ce, such as plastic, mbber, wood, aluipinum, metal, etc 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide As depicted throughout the views 1-4, the present inven- 

a combination trash receptacle and step stool which is of a lion is substantially a combination trash receptacle aod step 

shape and size so as to be conveniently positioned within an stool represented by oven^iew (10)i with the receptacle (.12) 

area of user choice, and allows the user to easily dispose of being substantially formed from affront wall, a rear wall, a 
trash as weU as provides a step stool for easy access to items 35 right side wall, a left side wall a bottom, and a lid (15). It is 

when needed. to be understood jgfcb wall with bottom and lid in combi- 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a . nation f orm an internal compartmenKtl?) which is used for 

combination trash receptacle and step stool which is eoo- /containment of trash (not shown).^ 

nomical to produce and manufacture from any suitable with the step stool (14) being substantially formed from, 

material of engineeriag choice, such as plastic, wDod, at least one step (16) having at least one support leg (18) 

aluminuQi, etc. and which is of a sufficient strength to which is hingedlv pivolably attached bv hinge means (20). 
support an aduh when standing thereon. understood that miUtiple steps (16), and multiple 

Yet another object of the present invenUon is lo provide a support legs (18) may be used as well as any other suitable 

combination trash receptacle and step stool that includes a - type of lliuge means (20) of engineering choice. ' 
Hd having a non-slip treated surface so as to eliminate the ^ ,^ stool (14) has a retracted 

possibility of the user slipping and having an accident. ^^^^^ ^^^-^-^^ ^ ^^^-^^^^ 2 and detracted open 

Also a further object of the present invention is to provide position as depicted in FIG. 3. 

a combination trash receptacle and step stool which include s i* • ♦ l a ^ » j .u . • u 

. , ^ r ui u- r IS to be further understood that various attachment 

vanous attachment means tor removably attac hing, items of . . ^ ♦ u • . * i <\ * 

r-^ ■ — T r — ^ . ^ — — z — r~»o means may be used for attaching step stool (14) onto 

user choice onto the container, such as dish-towels, dust- * i /i'^n t-u .u ^ n ■ • i i * 

T — : . ■ , . • -r — r« ■ receptacle (12). Thus the following is only exemplary of one 

rags, a dust -pan, a whisk broom, or the like. ..| „ / • . • • i_i 

— ^ *— ^ ---^ possible attachment means. Wherem step (16) is pivotably 

Stai another object of the present invention is to provide ^^^ched to an attachment bracket (22) by suitable pivot 

a combination trash receptacle and step stool which includes ^jgans such as pivot pin (24), with attachment bracket (22) 

a- storage compartment for con tainment of typical plastic ^^^^ g^ij^bly fixedly mounted onto receptacle (12) at the 

garbage bags, which can be eith er stored individuaUy, on a desired location. For example, at least one of the side walls 

- CfilK , QT ., withm a box or the like. either the right side or left side, includes a recessed cavity 

A very important object of the present invention is to (26) and attachment bracket (22) ^i s^igxedly secured therein, 

provide a combination trash receptacle and step stool having such as by screws (not shown) or the like . Also, the last 
internal and external access to the above noted compartment, bu noted side waU further includes a locking mechanism (28) 

As the internal access allows the u ser to easily grasp one of for securing step stool (14) onto the noted side wall when 

■Jhg--&acbage bags from_thc inside of the c ontainer and. step stool (14) is in its retracted closed position. Recessed 

position it for use, all in one step that is simple, easy, cavity (26) is of a shape and size to receive step stool (14) 

convenient and clean, and the external access allows the user therein when step stool (14) is in the noted reu-acted closed 
IQ gasilv replace the garbage bags w hen needed . 55 position. Whereby, it can cleariy be seen when step stool 

Yet another object of the present invention Ls to provide a (14) is in its reu-acted closed position it is held in a flush 

combination trash receptacle and step stool having handles manner within recessed cavity (26). 
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|li is 10 be further understood lid (15) may be of any 
suitable lid construction of engineering choice, for example 
lid (15) may be hingedly attached and spring loaded so as to 
automatically open when pressed upon. Or the lid (15) may 
be simply frictionally engaged, etc. 

However, the applicants feel it is very important that lid 
(15), step (16), and support leg (18) each include a non-slip 
surface. Again, any means for providing a non-slip surface 
can be implemented, such as a sprayed on coating, a 
roughened irregular surface, etc f Or as the applicants prefer, 
a rubberized material (30 ), is most suitable for lia!'(15) and 
step (16), and rudbcrizea root pads (62; arc most suitable for 
.support leg (18). 

Other features are to include hooks (32) which can be 
used for multiple purposes of user choice, such as for 
hanging a dust rag, a bucket, a whisk broom and dust pan, 
towels, or the like. 

Also, another important feature is to provide locking 
ca.sters (34). Again any suitable type of lucking casters may 
be used according to engineering choice. Thus, the general 
construction and properties of the casters (34) are not 
described herein a.s there are numerous types of suitable 
casters in the known prior art. 

Yet another feature may be to include handles (36) which 
allow the user to easily move receptacle (12) from one 
location to another. Again, handles of any type may be used, 
such as recessed, protruding, rectangular, or even of eigo- 
nomic design, etc. 

A very important and novel feature is to include an 
internal concealed compartment (38) which can be used for 
containment of any article of user choice, such as either 
individual garbage bags (40), rolled garbage bags, or a box 
of garbage bags, eic. and concealed compartment (38) 
includes an opening (42) with reusable closure means, such 
as an access door (44) which allows for easy replacement of 
either individual garbage bags (40), rolled garbage bags, or 
a box of garbage bags. Most importantly, the concealed 
compartment (38) includes a hole (46) which is in open 
communication with internal compartment (17) of trash 
receptacle (12). Whereby, one of the garbage bags (40) can 
be easily grasped by the user and simply pulled up through 
hole (46) and then positioned into place within trash recep- 
tacle (12). Also, if desired hole (46) may further include a 
reusable closure means of engineering choice, such as a plug 
(50) which allows the user to easily seal oflf hole (46), such 
as when a garbage bag is not in use. 

It can now be seen we have herein provided a new and 
novel combination trash receptacle and step stool which is 
portable, compact, is of simple construction, and includes 
unique features heretofore not taught within the known prior 
an. 

Although the invention has been herein shown and 
described in what is conceived to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiment, it is recognized that departures may 
be made there from within the scope and spirit of the 
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invention, which is not to be limited to the details disclosed 
herein but is to be accorded to the fill scope of the claims so 
as to embrace any and all equivalent devices and appara- 
tuses. 

Having described the bvention what we claim as new and 
wish to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A trash receptacle and step stool in combination com- 
prising: a front wall; a rear wall; a right side wall; a left side 
wall; a bottom; a lid; and a step stool; each said wall with 
said bottom and said lid in combination form an internal 
compartment, said .step stool being formed from at least one 
step having at least one hingedly pivotably attached support 
leg, said step stool having a retracted closed position and a 
detracted open position, said step being pivotably attached 
to an attachment bracket, at least one said side wall having 
a recessed cavity for receiving said step stool therein when 
said step stool is in said retracted closed position, said at 
least one said side wall having a locking mechanism for 
securing said step stool onto said at least one said side wall 
when said step stool is in said retracted closed position, and 
said attachment bracket being fixedly secured within said 
recessed cavity, 

whereby: 

said step stool when in said retracted closed position is 
held in a flush manner within said recessed cavity. 

2. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 1 further 
includes said lid and said step each having a non-slip 
surface. 

3. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 1 further 
includes hooks. 

4. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 1 further 
includes locking casters. 

5. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 1 further 
includes handles. 

6. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 1 further 
includes an internal concealed compartment for containment 
of either individual garbage bags, rolled garbage bags, or a 
box of garbage bags. 

7. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 6 further 
includes said internal concealed compartment having an 
opening with closure means for easy replacement of either 
said garbage bags, rolled garbage bags, or a box of garbage 
bags. 

8. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 6 further 
includes said internal concealed compartment having a hole 
which is in open communication with said internal compart- 
ment of said trash receptacle, 

whereby; 

one of said garbage bags can be easily grasped and pulled 
through .said hole and then positioned into place within 
said trash receptacle. 

9. The trash receptacle and step stool of claim 8 further 
includes said hole having reusable closure means. 
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ABSTRACT 



A chair with back and arms, adapted for putting on and 
removing footwear, wherein the seat is located approxi- 
mately twenty -two inches above the local grade and wherein 
the arms extend approximately twenty-two inches from the 
back; consisting also of a stationary, outwardly extending, 
and attached footrest apptuximately eight inches below the 
seat. The chair may tlirther have a storage compartment 
formed beneath the seat. 
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1 Claim. (C1..217w^) 



The present inventioo relates to certain new 
and useful improvements in clothes hampers 
and has more particxilar reference to a rela- 
tively small light- weight portable hamper which 
js expressly adapted for use by ^chgdren in the 
nomg , said hamper being individual in charge^ 

) .ter^not_only because of its miniature propor- 
^tions but novel in that it embodies upper and 
lower treads functioning as steps. 

More specifically, the invention has to do with 
a novel and practical hamper which serves as 
a container for small and miscellaneous gar- 
ments and similar little things, and -which, due 
1.0 the fact that it nas steps, functions as a so- 
called step stool. 

The obvious objective of the invention is to 
provide a combination hamper and step stool 
for nhildrfin tn enable them to help themselves 
when at a lavatory or sink, to^enable them to 
safely climb in and out of bed and to provide " 
handy storage space for articles that have to \}Q. 
pickled up and momentarily put away from, time 
^ to time., 

Anotlier object Is to provide the aforemen- 
tioned combination hamper and step stool which 
has a convenient hand hole in a front wall and 
which, though light in weight, is sturdy. It 
may be picked up and carried about by a young- 
ster, placed near the sink to enable him to get 
a drink of water, placed adjacent to a wash 
basin to enable him to wash his face and hands 
and which is sufficiently reliable that it may be 
employed by the housewife to conveniently ob- 
tain access to articles on elevated cabinet shelves 
in the kitchen and elsewhere. 

Briefly summarized, the combmation device 
comprises a wicker or equivalent ventilated 
hamper which is small and of low elevation and 
wherein the lid thereof constitutes an upper step. 
The front wall of the hamper constitutes a 
kick-board and is provided with a hand hole for 
convenient carrying purposes. Attached to and 
projecting outwardly from the so-called kick- 
board is a box-Uke hollow extension, forming a 
part of the hamper but primarily serving as a 
low or approach step, whereby to thus provide 
a hamper with high and low steps to be used in 
the manner stated. 

Other objects and advantages will become 
more readily apparent from the following de- 
scription and the accompanying illustrative 
drawings. 

In the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
wherein like numerals are employed to designate 
like parts throughout the views; 



Piguie 1 is a perspective view of a combina- 
tion hamper and step stool constructed in ac- 
cordance with the principles of the present in- 
vention; 

^ Figure 2 is a view on an enlai"ged scale, taken 
approximately on the plane of the irregular ver- 
tical line 2—2 of Figure 1, looking in the direc- 
tion of the arrows ; 
■ Figure 3 is a horizontal section on the line 3 — 3 
of Figure 2; and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the upper frame of the framework. 

Referring now to the drawing by way of nu- 
merals and accompanying lead lines, the part 
of the structure denoted by the numeral 6 con- 
stitutes the hamper proper, whereas the com- 
ponent or part denoted by the numeral 8 consti- 
tutes the extension or approach step. The lat- 
ter is sometimes referred to as a riser. 

The hamper part is characterized interiorly 
by a framework. The framework embodies a 
horzicntal top frame 10 made up of suitable 
frame members i2. having their end portions 
suitably notched,, overlapped as at 14 and 16 (see 
Figwre 4), and glued and fastened together as at 
18. The uprights or legs, there being four of 
these, are denoted by the numerals 20. The 
two side walls 22—22 are of suitable wicker ma- 
terial and are joined by a rear wicker wall 24. 

30 These substantially enclose the framework in an 
obvious fashion and are attached thereto by cus- 
tomary braided strips 26. The top wall is a 
solid wooden panel 28 and this is hlngedly 
mounted on the top frame as at 30 and func- 

36 tions, obviously, as a lid. on the one hand, and 
as a top or upper step, on the other hand. The 
front half -wall is denoted at 32 and this is fas- 
tened to the front member of the top frame 10 
and to the upper portions of the legs 20. It pro- 

40 vides a kiCk-board and is provided with a hand 
hole 34, whereby the entire structure may be 
picked up and carried about conveniently. There 
is a U -frame of an inverted type M which con- 
stitutes the essential Interior construction for the 

45 extension step 8. This is relatively low and in- 
cludes a horizontal cross-piece 38 and vertical 
legs 40. This is closed in by two solid wooden 
or equivalent side walls 42 and 44 and a front 
drop wall 4S. There is in addition a horizontal 

60 top panel or wall 48 and this is fastened to the 
frame member 38 and rests on the upper edges 
of the walls 42, 44 and 46. It Is suitably fas- 
tened in place and underlies the lower edge of 
the half -wall 32. It serves to enclose the frame 

65 36 and also to provide a box-like auxiliary re- 
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ceptacle for the main hamper or receptacle. 
Primarily, however, it is a low or approach step 
for the user. 

The bottom is a single panel or wall 50 ancl 
this is attached to all of the legs 20 and 40 and 
is suitably notched to cooperate with the legs 
and is slightly elevated above the legs so that 
the extending lower portions of the legs consti- 
tute supporting feet 52 which may be suitably 
levelled in an obvioxis manner. 

The t-wo-way combination structure herein dis- 
closed and described constitutes a unique piece 
of furniture which provides the facilities of a 
hamper, on the one hand, and a step stool, on 
the other hand. It is felt that the construction 
employed is one in which manufacturers and 
users will find their essential needs fully met, 
contained and successfully available^ 

In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it 
is believed that a clear imderstanding of the 
device will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this ai't. A more detailed description is accord- 
ingly deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre- 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and within the scape of the appended 
claim. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 

as new is: 

For use by children, a light-weight portable 
step-stool having a clothes hamper incorporated 
therein and forming a part thereof, said step- 
stool being unobstructedly hollow throughout and 
comprising a main framework embodying a hori- 
zontal top frame, vertical supporting legs at- 
tached at their upper ends to the comer portions 
of and depending from said frame, said legs be- 
ing spaced apart, a one-piece bottom having mar- 
ginal edge portions joined to and interconnect- 
ing the lower portions of said vertical legs, a 
portion of said bottom projecting at right angles 
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beyond two of said vertical legs, an inverted 
U-shaped frame of a height appreciably less than 
the height of said main framework, said U -shaped 
frame having a horizontal cross-piece and verti- 

6 cal legs, the lower ends of said legs being joined 
with marginal edge portions of said bottom and 
said cross-piece being on a plane well below the 
plane of the top frame, said bottom having its 
edges notched to receive said vertical legs with 

10 the legs projecting below the plane of said bottom 
as feet, said U-shaped frame being spaced be- 
yond said main frame, ventilated rear and side 
vertical walls enclosing said main framework and 
attached to cooperating ones of said vertical legs, 

15 solid front and side walls attached to and enclos- 
ing said U-shaped frame with, said side walls 
attached to lower half portions of two of the 
adjacent vertical legs, a solid horizontal top wall 
mounted on the cross-piece of said U-shaped 

20 frame and having its marginal edge portions 
seated on the upper edge portions of said solid 
front and side walls, a solid lid hinged on and 
covering said horizontal top frame, and a verti- 
cal front wall attached to the upper portions of 

25 the front legs of said main framework and hav- 
ing its lower end resting on the adjacent inner 
end portion of said horizontal top wall and also 
having a hand-hole therein. 

DONALD C. BAYLES. 
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